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Poetry in music

Singer Anjani Thomas and legendary Canadian singer- songwriter-poet
Leonard Cohen celebrate their collaboration with her new album, Blue Alert

SHEALTD Tt STAR
As Anjani Thomas begins totalk
about her new album Blue Alert,
oSl s thhnp
of Leonard Cohen, the
co-creatar, m;u!l be heard in
an adjacent room in & Toronto
hotel

te: all the lyrics for
men.lbumm]mmmd

ecul s Bl Auert i l-

intimate professional collaba-
ration between the romantic
partners.
“Ttwas

He rarely exer-

?.Z..f"‘{?“um'”"“'”ﬂ“m"‘:
0 be acusted or
idml‘kd.

perience of my life — and more
than musieal” Thomas says,
praising Coben as hor great
friend and mentor who not only
‘wrote the lyrics but advised her
‘ot new ways to approach music
and her singing

Cohen says it was an easy al

3y ngs B e start
aut 1o be an at all. It be-
pnmmmmu'mum:n.

on
the tabe sad Riached RS o
says with a wrote
some muu: lvr it that she
thought Cohen could use, but

yihen the played It for Mm he
thought she it and
the album grew frons ::hm-
“The whole process is some-
what mysterious” he says. “The



Anjani Th apoem
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, Leonard Cohen, and turned it into a song, “Blue Alert.”

Songs of love and longing

» Thomas From E1

Cohen's poetic presence is felt.
m that way, this solo album is a
beautiful duet of bittersweet
ave Songs.

Thomas is not unfamilar to
hen fans, who have heard her
hacking’ on his recordings
of songs such as “Hallelujah”

und on several recent albums.
But her musical carcer started
‘ong before she met Cohen.

slm trained

N 'rork where :he sang and
played in juzz clubs. Blue Alert,
her third album,
says she
didn't want to make a jazz re-
cord.
’s representative of the mu-
ic I grew up with. Iloved James
E‘lylar and Carole Kinks and the

folk tradition. I wasn't as
into country music until I start-
ed working with Leonard, but
there’s alittle bit of everything.”
she says. “First and foremost,
it’s an intimate record”

It is an intimate creation in
several ways — firstly in its sub-
stance. Each song contains Co-
hen’s precise observations of
the heart in various relation-
ships.

Beginning on a breathy, sexy
note, the title track describes a
passion wild enough to requirea
colour-coded warning:

“There's perfume burning in
the air/Bits of beauty every-
where/Shrapnel flying: soldier
hit the dirt.

Collectively, the album’s 10
songs map out a vast emot:
territory: songs of love, se
mm memory, regret and lnng

The last song, “Thanks for the
Dance,” awaltz eloqueritly set to

o that m\ghk ik m
m'nmful and hcnrlhrcakjng
history of one marriage or
stories of all the dancers Sw!rJ
ing on the floor. Think of it 8s a
sequel to Cohen’s 1984 hit
e Me to the End of Love.”
um is also intimate in

‘It was the greatest musical
experience of mylife - and

more than musical’

Anjani Thomas on her collaboration with

Leonard Cohen

its expression. Thomas's style is
quiet and meditative. “I'm not
interested in the pyrotechnics
of the voice,” she say
“Mainly what T do are ballads
t kind of slow you down and
mjke you think about things.”
Hyr voice, which can go fmni
the clear angelic sounds ofter!

heard in the background chorus
of Cohen’s hits to smoky depths,
has a subtle palette of shades in
between to evoke such intro-
spection.

Cohen says Thomas always
hada it voice, but he thinks
somet] new and “irresist-

ible” entered into it recen
“Most times people
get old and bitter and
rigid, but sometimes it
works more gracefully
and you become more
pen and more gener-

“1 thmk lhars what happened
with Anjani.

Thomas will o a live performance at
Indigo in the Manulife Centre, 55
Bloor St. W, on May 13at 4 p.m.
Cohen's new book of poetry, Book of
Longing, published by McClelland &
Stewart,is now in stores.
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